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Abstract

A Study on the Early Stage of the “Youth League”
of North Korea(1946~1948)

Kwak, Chaewon(University of North Korean Studies)

Youth League is well known as one of the key organizations to make
North Korea’s political system sustainable. It has been fostering the
youth as a successor of the regime, but at the same time, ideologically
and systematically controlling the youth under the guidance of the
Korean Worker’s Party(KWP). Thus, the youth of North Korea is
represented as a “subject” and “object” of the regime.

At the early stage, the Party could not direct the Youth
League(Democratic Youth League(DYL)) officially because the “United
Front” policy made them representing popularity, their communist
identity unexposed. However, the party influence over the DYL has
gradually been increased. By the third DYL Congtess in 1948, the
KWP had tried to improve the DYL substructures by member
registration system and ideology indoctrination. During this period of

time, the DYL was expected to support important political challenges
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such as government establishment and social reforms and mobilize
young people to achieve the target figures of the national economic
plan. The DYL was identified as an ideological education organization

at the third Congress in 1948.

Keywords: North Korea, Youth League, Democratic Youth League,

Kim Il Sung, Korea Worker’s Party, Party Guidance
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