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Abstract

A Study on Women and Paternalism in the
‘Military-first’ era North Korean Narrative Film,

Military Service

Chung, Young-kwon(Dankook University)

This study explores women and families in the ‘Military-first’ era
North Korean narrative film, Military Service (2001). This film was very
highly appreciated by North Korean government authorities, and was
called as a masterpiece by critics.

Military Service’s main character is a young woman, Kyung Sim. She
has a sense of alienation because only she is not a soldier while all family
members are soldiers. She volunteers for military service and in the
process she realizes the true worth of the military spirit. This film
narrates that story through three flashbacks.

First flashback is narrated by Kyung Sim. However, this film does
not give any authority to Kyung Sim on account of her inexperienced

career and female sentimentality. On the other hand, second and third
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flashback is narrated by two male characters, Kyung Sim’s father and
a political commissar. They are experienced veterans. Naturally, this
film authorizes two male characters to teach the military spirit and a
fond mother’s value to her. I think that this ideological meaning is
Paternalism.

As mentioned above, this article explains the way which North
Korean film, Military Service ideologically interpellates women and
family through an in-depth textual analysis including symptomatic
reading, and thereby diagnoses a atmosphere of North Korea’s Military-

first era.

Keywords: Military Service, the Military-first era, women, family, Pater-

nalism, flashback
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