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Abstract

Contact Zone and (Re)construction of Borders:
Conflicts and Negotiations of South Koreans and
North Korean Migrants Who are Co-residing

at a Public Rental Apartment Complex

Lee, Soo-Jung(Duksung Women’s University)

This article is a short ‘ethnography’ on ‘everyday life’ that is
constituted by interactions between North Korean immigrants and
South Korean residents in Nonhyon-Dong, Namdong-gu, Inchon where
many North Korean immigrants co-reside with native South Koreans
at a public rental apartment complex. Namdong-gu is the area where
the most North Korean immigrant residents reside on the ‘gu’ level
and a public rental apartment complex of Nonhyon-Dong is the area
where the visibility of North Korean immigrants is most salient. This
paper examines contexts of contacts between South Korean and North
Korean migrant residents of this apartment complex and aspects of
conflicts and negotiations. In the process, it focuses on the “spatial

effects” of these interactions. By examining interactions and social
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relations of South-North Korean people in a specific social space, this
paper provides useful data to forecast diverse social issues that are likely
to happen in the process of South-North Korean integration and to

prepare for alternatives for those issues.
Keywords: North Korean immigrants, South Korean residents, public

rental apartment, contact zone, ethnography, cultural inter-

pretation, conflict, negotiation, border, spatial effects.
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