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Abstract

Image and justification: the portrayal of
new leader in North Korea by the media

: a content analysis of photographs in Rodong-Shinmun

Byeon, Yeongwook(Dong-A daily newspaper)

North Korea has entered the Kim Jong Un era with death of his
father. The purpose of this article is to research the mechanism of visual
communication in the North Korea politics. I use content analysis
method and researched the released images of North Korea’s new
leader, Kim Jung Un in the North Korea’s leading newspaper, Rodong
Shinmun. I have researched what kind of Kim Jong Un is imagined
and constructed in North Korea. I compared the images of Kim Jong
Un with those of his grandfather and father. In order to enrich the
analysis, this study investigated the wire photos released by the Korea
Central News Agency.

From the starts of its construction, North Korea has used mass media

periodicals to deliver its messages to mass audience. The Socialist state
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is extensively publishing propaganda photographs in Kim Jong Un era.

No 1 photos of Kim Jong Un sometimes shows the real and candid
aspects of him but simultaneously, those images are results of deliberate
choice and strategic intention. North Korea strives to emphasize that

Kim Jong Un is a new leader and to persuade the justification of new

leader.
Keywords: North Korea photography, regime maintenance, Kim Jong

Un, Kim Jong Il. image politics. visual agenda-setting, priming

effect, reputation management.
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