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in the Middle East(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001), p. 11.
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Abstract

The Democratization of the Middle East and
Implications of North Korea

: Critical Reconsideration

Kwon, Youngseung(Sungkyunkwan University)

Some are of the opinion that the end of ‘the Fourth Wave® will occur
in North Korea, due to the recent democratic revolutions seen in the
Middle East. Many scholars predict that the main aspects of the
democratic revolutions in the Middle East will occur in North Korea
also. The primary grounds for this argument are the governing systems
of the Middle East and North Korea, the possibility of consciousness-
raising due to the increase in means of communications, and the
possibility of mass mobilization resulting from a ‘hair-trigger’.

This study seeks to explore the possibility of a Middle Eastern-style
democratic revolution in North Korea by comparing the two regions

according to the above three classifications.
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This study examines several crucial differences between the Middle
East and North Korea. Unlike the Middle East, North Korea lacks a
civil society that could instigate a revolution. Without this condition,
change is less likely due to the close relationship between the military
and the Commander in Chief as represented in the ‘military first’
policy. The alteration of consciousness resulting from increased use of
SNS as a means of communication that played a huge role in bringing
revolution to the Middle East would be hard to reenact in the present
state of North Korea. However, it is possible that there is benefit in
maintaining the regime. Secondly, the occurrence of ‘hair triggers’ like
the ripple effects of self-immolation for example would also prove
difficult in North Korea due to long-term social controls and harsh
punishments.

This study concludes that analyzing North Korea as a ‘second Middle
East’ is untimely. Further study of diplomatic changes between North
Korea and the Middle East, and the direct leverage relating to the

international community is required.

Keywords: Middle East, North Korea, democratization, revolution, SNS,

hair-trigger
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