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Abstract

The Process of Power Struggle and Draw Strategy

in North Korea

Han, Byungjin(Keimyung University)

Is the North Korean regime too peculiar to make social science
theories not so useful? In order to demonstrate my negative answer
for this question, I analyze power struggle in North Korea in the 1950s
and 1960s relying on rational choice game models. I also argue that
prospect theory allow us to understand why the North Korean regime
has been reluctant with economic reforms. A particular attention is
given to the possibility to be able to explain the cohesiveness of the
North Korean elites without assuming their ideological homogeneity.
Coordination game and a theory of herding behavior could be depended
upon to explain why the North Korean elites have maintained a strong

cooperation and been unable to change the status quo.

Keywords: minimum winning coalition, designation game, cult of

personality, coordination game, prospect theory
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