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Abstract

Analysis of the Origin and Meaning
of the North Korean Party-army Relationship

Jang, Sungjin(Korea Military Academy)

The purpose of this paper is to identify the origin and meaning of
the North Korean party-army relationship. North Korea’s party-army
relations is deeply related to each organizations formation process. In
February 1946, North Korea kept the structure of party-army systems
under the structural influence of the Soviet Union intelligence, and Kim
Il Sung came to dominate the Party, Government, and Army to a
certain extent. Thereafter, in 1947, Kim Il Sung completed the centrali-
zation of the national system and domination of Party, Government,
and Army, constructing a popular base for his rule. In 1948, the
original system was strengthened, and Kim Il Sung fortified his system
and prepared for the upcoming war. Afterwards, Kim Il Sung consoli-
dated his system even further. ‘Kim Il Sung’s Army’ and ‘Party-ruled
Army’ were the system formed during these formative years. Now, Kim

II Sung could control the army not with a national organization but



with his party. And Kim II Sung’s original system formed during

army-party relation period persists to this day.

Keywords: party-army relationship, Kim Il Sung, party-rules army, Kim

Il Sung’s army, Korean War, NKPA
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