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A8 1985'A7VA= US CIA, Handbook of Economic Statistics(Washington D.C.: GPO, 1988);
1986~1990d-2 "3 HAAF(TLY, 1993).
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i 1991 | 1992 | 1993 | 1994 | 1995 | 1996 | 1997 | 1998 | 1999
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Abstract

An Assessment of National and Military Power

of North Korea

Lee, Jeongwoo(Institute for Far Eastern Studies of Kyungnam University)

There is needed to have a critical perspective to understand relatively
superior military power of North Korea to South Korea, which has been
a myth since Korean War in Korean society. The overestimation about
North Korea’s military ability with its intention has lasted as long as
over sixty years in the name of security dilemma.

The military threat from North Korea has decreased relatively accor-
ding to rapid South Korea’s rapid building up of the military strength
by rapid economic growth, even though North Korea’s military threat
has grown up accordingly in quantity. Thus, it is not overwhelming,
but current South Korean latent military power can be evaluated some-
what more superior than North Korea. But North Korea’s military
threat is still exaggerated and reproduced.

There is tendency to think of North Korea’s military threat is still

growing up because North Korean government has disbursed about
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30% of its GDP, even during post-Cold War. But we have to under-
stand it is very stiff with not much the amount of increase in North
Korean military expenditure. It is sure that North Korean weapons of
mass destruction, of course, including nuclear weapons and missiles
so-called asymmetric weapons, are big threat to South Korea, but this
problem is the one in the area of diplomacy more than in the area
of military. Thus, South Korea’s conventional military expansion could
not be the answer to solve it.

In short, it is essential to evaluate North Korea’s military power
objectively with a cold-head in order to make the peaceful future of
Korean peninsula. If South Korea goes to overwhelming position in the
conventional military power, North Korea will go surely to reinforce-
ment of nuclear weapon and missile. It will make the vicious circle of
security dilemma between south and North Korea. The arms control
between two Koreas now becomes a very urgent task rather than the
arms race. The first step of this is to know North Korea’s military

power with no prejudice.

Keywords: North Korea’s national power, North Korea’s Military
power, arms race between South and North Korea, North
Korea’s Military expenditure, arms control between South

and North Korea
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