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Abstract

A Study of North Korea music research

Cheon, Hyeon-sik(Chung-Ang University)

Studies on North Korean music started around the late 1970s and
have continued since. The history of North Korean music research may
be divided into three distinct periods. The beginning of the first period
coincides with the North and South each establishing separate
governments in 1948 to when the South Korean government lifted the
ban on distributing or listening of South Korean defector and abducted
musicians in October 27, 1988. The second period is from the lifting
of the ban to the first Inter-Korean Summit in 2000, and lastly, the
third period continuing into the present day.

Despite 1948 being the start of the first period, research on North
Korea was nearly non-existent due to the division that drew the Korean
peninsula into a bitter cold war. It was not until 1978 that studies
on North Korean music began to appear. Heavy bans on musical works
of South Korean defectors and abductees were lifted in 1988, following

Korea’s democratization. This marks the start of the second period,
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where the public was allowed to conduct independent studies on North
Korea, in other words, the true beginning of North Korean music
research. Studies mainly focused on introducing or providing commentary
on North Korean music. Since the third period, after the 2000
Inter-Korean Summit, interest from both the public and academia
greatly increased, prompting full-fledged research efforts on North
Korean music. During this time, there has been an influx of academic
papers being published, and the scope of research was widened to include
governmental and nongovernmental fields, with diverse and in-depth
research topics being explored.

Analysis of past research on North Korean music categorized by topic
revealed that throughout the history of research on North Korea’s
music, the largest bodies of work were on North Korean musicology
explaining Minjok Eumak (music of the people) and Juche Eumak
(Juche music) in relation to North Korea’s political idea. The second
most-studied area was on North Korea’s traditional music. Recently,
analyses of individual musical pieces are starting to appear as research
on North Korean music expands and advances. In-depth analyses of
music pieces indicate the growing interest surrounding research on
North Korean music.

In conclusion, research on North Korea’s music should focus on two
main aspects to produce meaningful research outcomes. First of all,
in-depth musicological analysis of individual music pieces should be
pursued. Secondly, the studies should move beyond simply understanding

North Korea’s music, but should be considered in conjunction with
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South Korea’s music scene, examining its implications and how South
Koreans should critique North Korean music within the context of South
Korea’s music scene. These research are significant in that its value
transcends South Korea’s music scene as a crucial process in preparing

South Korea for a new Minjok Eumak and Unification Music.

Keywords: past research, national legacy, Minjok Eumak, Baehap
orchestra, North Korean music, ideology, musical instrument
modification, artistry, musicology, musical piece analysis, traditional

music, Juche vocalization, Juche Idea, Juche Music, Unification Music
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