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Abstract

The Study of North Korean Interns in Beijing
during 1950s and 1960s

Dong, Jie (Ph.D Candidate, History Department, Peking University)

From 1950, Beijing became one of the 39 cities in China where the
North Korean workers were accepted and trained as interns. In this
project of the North Korean interns, the local government of Beijing
followed every instruction from the central government and considered
the whole program as a political task. It upheld the spirit of
internationalism and provided these interns with care and convenience
in every way, from the technical study to the daily entertainment.
When the local government of Beijing fell into a diplomatically passive
position due to the leaking of new techniques, it placed priority on
politics and generously made them available to North Korea for fear
of damaging the two countries’ relations. The project of the North
Korean interns came out of the two countries’ agreement on the
political objectives, and ended due to the deviation of the political

ideologies. As an epitome of the economic relations between China and
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North Korea, the project of the North Korean interns shows the
influence the political relations has exerted over the economic sphere,

and also reflects the structural defect of the two countries’ relations.

Keywords: North Korea, China, Interns, Policy, Sino-DPRK Relations
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