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Abstract

Social Changes in North Korea, 2008 ~2011:

Based on North Korean Refugees Survey

Kim, Phlilo

(Institute for Peace and Unification Studies, Seoul National University)

The purpose of this paper is to analyze social changes in North Korea
that took place during the period of 2008 to 2011, based upon the
North Korean Refugees Survey data conducted annually by Institute
for Peace and Unification Studies, Seoul National University. Focusing
on the social aspect, this paper basically examines four areas; private
economic activities and living conditions of citizens, circulation of
information and South Korean wave, social control, and political
conscientization in North Korea.

For the last four years, the life of citizens in economic area has been
highly dependant on markets, but the private economic activities could
not be expanded or even shrunk down during the period, while
polarization has been resulted in widening the gap between social classes

and generations. Due to the weakening of the public security organs



in control, information flow and South Korean wave are spreading
quickly, along with rising criticisms on the government and the
diminishing sense of collective values little by little.

However, these economic, cultural, and social changes have not been
able to produce a serious effect on political conscientization among
North Korean citizens. It is found that the Juche idea is maintained
at a relatively high level of pride and support for Chairman Kim Jong
II, and higher affinity for the socialist system, including the continuing
political consciousness level still works as well. Apparently, this is
because of the difficulties evolving into political criticism among the
people in North Korea, due to the low level of political consciousness

and partly due to the effective working of propaganda.

Keywords: North Korean refugees survey, social changes in North
Korea, social control, private economic activity, polarization,
circulation of information, (South) Korean wave, juche idea,

political conscientization.
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