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Abstract

A Study on ‘World of Story’
in North Korean Tales:
Centering on a Collection of Fairy Tales

Garden of Happiness

Yang Hun-do(Humanitas College of Kyung Hee University)

A fairy tale in North Korea is a genre of children’s literature of
having ‘fantasy’ as the essence. North Korea’s children proceed with
growing as ‘the people’ while facing ‘world of story’ in a fairy tale,
which meets with unconsciousness like children in other cultural area.
North Korean tale is nonpolitical in a sense of being not directly
revealed the thought and ideology in a system, but can be said to be
buried the basic codes such as world view, feeling & emotion, and value,
which become the foundation in ideology of system, in the background.
Accordingly, ‘world of story’ in North Korean tale is the subject proper
for deeply researching into North Korea’s cultural code. This study
considered the basic code and its implication in North Korean tale by

analyzing ‘world of story’ in TGarden of Happiness;, which is the
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collection of fairy tales of having recorded 28 representative pieces of
fairy tales, which were released in North Korea from 1947 to 1980.

The works, which were recorded in "Garden of Happinessy, can be
divided into ‘world of story’ in four types according to orientation of
narrative ‘voice.” First, it is a type of showing the developmental image
of ‘Joseon’ with the eyes of the personified animals and plants. Second,
it is a type of giving allegorian lesson. Third, it is a type of having
succeeded to the world view in the traditional folk tale. Fourth, it is
a type of utilizing ‘space time in dream.” “World of story’ in each is
narrative device in order to infuse pride of the fatherland into child
readers, love for group and friend, and intention toward ideal society
by allowing diverse personified existences to be knotty from animals
& plants to modern objects.

As a result of considering this narrative device, the following
implications could be read out. First, ‘world of story’ in North Korean
tales needs to be developed under the close relationship with ‘realistic
world.” This leads to guessing the limitation of imagination that a
system allows. Second, ‘world of story’ in North Korean tales clearly
distinguishes the existences of living inside it into the existence, which
will need to be embraced, and the existence, which will need to be
excluded. In other words, the code of inclusion and exclusion can be
said to be the basic operating principle in ‘world of story.” Third,
‘world of story’ is directly the distance toward ‘utopia.” A subjective
and positive effort needs to be certainly preceded in order to reach there.

The message is being buried in the background as saying that the
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tale-based luck will be followed only when being that time.

Keywords: North Korean fairy tales, fantasy, wotld of story, storytelling
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