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Abstract

A Case Study of Propagandas:
Nazi Germany, China and North Korea

Yang, Moo-jin(University of North Korean Studies)

The purpose of this study is to comparatively analyze the cases of
Nazi Germany, China, and North Korea to understand the universality
and distinctive features of propagandas. Universality of the propaganda
has a close association with the domestic and international environment
and circumstances in addition to its leader’s psyche. This article will
analyze how the notion of propaganda is applied and developed through
the comparison of three states.

The universality of propaganda consist first; the concept of
integration. Propaganda and agitation is not a separate concept but
integrated into a unitary component. Second, the organization system
of party and the state is equipped through propaganda, and lastly, the
mass media is utilized to achieve its goals. The three distinctive features
of propaganda are first; a continuous message is relayed through its
leader as a medium. Second, coercion is more often used than obtaining
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consent of the public. Third, in the process of seizing power, the leader
appears to listen to the masses but after coming into power, only the
voice of the leader becomes prominent.

Propaganda is intimately linked with the public opinion and politics.
Therefore, it is imperative to demonstrate and elucidate how the public
received the state’s propaganda activities and if it had the intentions
of dominating public opinion through mobilization of the masses and
state control. In addition, it is important to explicate if the public was
only forced or if genuine consent was attained for the propaganda. For
the future study, it is important to examine the trilateral relationship

between politics, public opinion and propaganda.

Keywords: propaganda, Nazi Germany, China, North Korea, universality,

distinctive characteristics
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