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Abstract

Some Differences in Patterns of Enploie
‘Manwha’ in South Korea and North Korea:
through the Hybridity of Manwha from
The Great Monk Seosan,
the Drawing Book CHA Hyong-Sam

HAN, Sang-Jung(Korea National University of Arts)

This research aims to show the difference of the meanings of that
word ‘manwha’ in South Korea and the North. To start searching,
analyzing pages the great monk Seosan CHA Hyong-Sam. As soon as they
are analyzed, layouts strange catch us. We call this a strange hybridity
of manwha ‘which can be divided into two levels. One is the level shifts
in the quality of the layout. Some pages are tightly controlled, but
others are not always at the same time. The other focus of offenses
rather manwhas habits, for example, inconsistencies of style drawings.
We want to answer a question: why does arrrive this hybridity? This
may not be the manwha in North Korea is not the same meaning with

South Korea? Not that the manwha of North Korea is dependent on
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the drawings in general? Our hypothesis is there.

After analysis of all titles that include the word ‘manwha’, our
hypothesis seems reasonable. North Korea’ manwha refers to a specific
style of drawing that is both readable, simple, and humor. Because of
this the manwha is classified into an art publication, and is not an
independent mode of expression. In North Korea, the album correspond
manwha in South Korea is called in general, ‘drawing book’. It is very
rare to find books on which the word manwha is wrote on the first
cover. If they are labeled ‘manwha’, they all have the same style of
drawing. Almost all albums stating ‘manwha’ are published in the year
1980, the same publisher. Then we can find an exception to be
published in 1998. But this book is contained in a series of Histoire
Choson, and this series is published in Tokyo and Pyeongyang. That
can conjecture ‘comings and goings’ produces this exception because
the series published in Tokyo is designated as all ‘manwha’.

Our hypothesis is yet a little tentative, because it is still very difficult
to find sufficient references to fully justify the assumption. If there are
other albums that are designated as ‘manwha’ style drawings diverse,
our hypothesis should be examined again. This is where current research

is the early work on sinséres manwha of North Korea.

Keywords: CHA Hyong-sam, manwha of North Korea, manwha of

South Korea, the great monk Seosan, cartoon, comic
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