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Abstract

A content Analysis of North Korean Photographs

on Its Political Leaders.

Byeon, Yeong Wook(Dong-A Ilbo)

From the start of its construction, North Korea has used mass media
periodicals to deliver its messages to mass audience. This socialist state
has extensively published propaganda photographs in a variety of mass
media. Kim Il Sung or Kim Jong II’s pictures are called as ‘Portrait
One’ by North Korean people.

To explore how the ruling camp has used photographs for the
political purpose, photographs of Kims were sampled from the state-run
Rodong Shinmun.

Content analysis was employed as the method of study. In order
to enrich the analysis, this study investigated North Korean textbooks
of journalism and dissertations of Kim Jong Il.

This article presupposes that the representation strategy and message
of ‘Portrait One’ would vary depending on political situation and

intention.



‘Portrait One’ has maintained its unique style since the year of 1967.
Little change had been observed since then for 40 years. But after the
report of Kim Jong II’s sickness of 2008 autumn, some changes have
witnessed. Recently North Korea is releasing much amount of
photographs of Kim Jong Il and most of photographs are related with
economy. In advance, Kim Jong Eon, the son of Kim Jong Il is formally
exposed to the worldwide audience. Such changes reflect conditions of
Kim Jong Il and the political changes. North Korea strives to emphasize
that Kim Jong Il is still alive and he has accomplished enormous
economic performance. Additionally, North Korea is persuading its

people that it is time to prepare to meet a new leader for the future.
Keywords: North Korea photography, newspaper, ‘Portrait One’,

Suryong system. regime maintenance. Kim Jong Il, Kim

Jong Eun, Kim Il Sung
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