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Abstract

A Review of Studies on North Korea’s Science

and Technology Policy

Byun, Sang-Jung(Institute for National Security Strategy)

Since its independence, North Korea has emphasized policy for
science and technology as well as plan for economic development,
because it has regarded science and technology as critical elements for
building a socialist society and cleansing the debris of colonialism. Since
the end of 1998, when the Kim Jong Il administration officially
launched, the emphasis on the science and technology has become a
strategic policy to construct a strong and prosperous socialist state. Just
like a capitalist state, North Korea also recognized science and
technology’s impact for “strengthening economic and national defense
capability.” North Korea has kept emphasizing that “in an era of
information and knowledge, with highly developed technology, science
and technology are by themselves economic and national power.”
Likewise, policies for science and technology are a great part of North

Korea’s strategy for developing and securing its current political power.
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However, our current studies on North Korea’s policy for science and
technology have not been sufficient enough.

This paper, considering both the possibilities and limits for deepening
studies on North Korea’s science and technology policy, analyzes the
tendency for the studies since the Kim Jong Il administration, and
proposes future studies. Despite the limited access to raw data and the
absence of empirical studies during the Kim Jong Il era, this paper
notices that researchers have brought significant outcome, elevating the
level of the studies. In the future, with a better security circumstances
through six party talks and interaction between the South and the
North, the proposed studies topics such as studies for science and
technology policies during power succession and Kim Jong Eun era
could be actively discussed, broadening the limits of North Korean

studies.

Keywords: Kim Jong Il era, science and technology, policy for
technology and science, emphasis on science technology,
cooperation on science technology, strong and prosperous

socialist state, studies’ tendency, future studies
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