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Abstract

North Korea’s Mass Gymnastic and Artistic

Performances - the Arirang Festival

Jeon, Young-Sun(HK Research Professor, Konkuk University)

In North Korea, various kinds of Arirang were created in about 2000.
Mass Gymnastic and Artistic Performance, “the Arirang Festival” has
been performed from 2002 to 2010. Various works of Arirang were
released such as songs, childrens’ poem, novels including Tongi! Arirang,

Gangsung Bubeung Arirang.

It is the spirit of the times that North Korea would like to emphasize
through Arirang. North Korea has combined politics with symbolic
codes of ethnicity including Kim Il-Sung ethnic culture, Taeyang Minjok
literature, Dangun literature. The creation Arirang was also selected as
a new code in the line of the excellence of a nation. Through the code,
the crisis of North Korea is converted into a national question. At the
same time, Arirang presents hope of the army-first era by setting its

chongja into “Great Prosperity”(Gangsung Bubeung). In this process,
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Arirang Minjok is emphasized. The creation Arirang is a product North

Korea has reconstructed national identity and tried to spread popularly.

Keywords: Arirang, Arirang Festival, Chongjaron(a theory of seed), art

of North Korea, ethnic culture



