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Abstract

‘North Korean Human Rights Issues’ and the
North Korean Government’s Viewpoint

on Human Rights

Lee, Moo-Chul(The Institute Far Eastern Studies, Kyungnam University)

This study reviews the notion of ‘our way of human rights’ declared
by the North Korean government, and characteristics of diplomatic re-
sponses based on the notion of North Korea. And this study analyses
main points taken placed between the criticism of international society
on human rights practices of North Korea and response of North Korea
to it. Furthermore, this study criticises perspectives and policies of
North Korea in comparing to those of China.

As a weak state, North Korea places more heavy weight on sover-
eignty than human rights, and draws a bold line between ‘western
style’ and ‘our style.” From the perspective of North Korea, which had
be colonized, sovereignty and no interference in domestic affairs are
heavily emphasized. According to ‘our way of human rights,” the guid-

ance of party and the great leader® preserves sovereignty and human
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rights.

In respect to the north korean way of human rights and based on
which diplomatic responses, it seems to be very unlikely to solve human
rights problems in North Korea through dialogues and negotiations.
Nevertheless, dialogues on human rights would be followed by mutual
trust. So that ‘north korean human rights issues’ are able to be solved
by active efforts to find out cooperative ground rather than criticism
on perspectives of the North Korean way of understanding on human

rights.

Keywords: human rights, North korean human rights issues, our way
of human rights, sovereignty, humanitarian intervention, rel-

ativism



