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Abstract

Methods of Play Analysis and Acting
Techniques of Theatrical People in South and

North Korea: Difference and Interface

Kim, Jeong-Soo(Research Professor, Dankook University)

Lim, Ok-Kyu(Research Professor, Dankook University)

Positive evaluations for North Korean plays can hardly be found in
South Korea. Apart from ideological discussions, most of North Korean
plays are evaluated as worthless as even objects for simple appreciation.
Recognizing that such discussions are the results of performance, this
study focuses on the creative process of plays of South and North Korea.
The purpose of this study is to closely explore the creative work meth-
ods chosen by North Korean theatrical people in the analysis of play
for performance and in acting techniques for character building and to
examine the difference and interface through comparing them with
South Korean theatrical people. Focusing more on ‘process’ than on
‘results’, this study examined the methods of play analysis and acting

techniques of South Korean and North Korean theatrical worlds and
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as a result it was found that South and North Korean theatrical people
have two basic points in common in terms of the method of creating
plays.

First, in the analysis of plays, South and North Korean creative writ-
ers establish the themes and then separate each scene and look for in-
dividual objective of each scene. Noteworthy is the fact that they all
avoid abstract themes but look for dynamic themes. They explore con-
crete themes that actors and actresses can move when the events
develop. It is because abstract concepts are meaningless to the people
on the spot who should live on physically in imaginary time and space.
The difference is that in South Korea, scene analysis precedes the entire
theme analysis and sometimes do not set up the theme clearly but in
North Korea, they start thoroughly with the entire theme analysis.
Second, actors and actresses of both South and North Korea build in-
ner/outer world for acting and to achieve this, attach greater importance
to experience and observation. In this process, they imagine the past
and positions of characters, and in order to create outer aspects, they
study and attempt movement, tone and timbre suitable to characters.
This can be said to be what South and North Korea have in common
but delicate difference is found in the role creation. In North Korea,
‘direct experience’ is recommended in the level of the political party
and all actors and actresses accept ‘field trip” as part of training courses
and basically they try to live on like the original characters in plays.
In comparison, in South Korea, ‘direct experience’ is sometimes recom-

mended but is not forced as duty that actors and actresses should
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perform. Autonomy is given to each actor and actress.

Accordingly, actors and actresses go on completing characters de-
pending on ‘speaking to themselves’ or ‘observation’ in accordance with
their own personality. More autonomy is guaranteed to South Korean
actors and actresses than to North Korean counterparts in the methods
of role creation. The principles of creating plays that the theatrical peo-
ple in South and North Korea have in common are summarized into
‘dynamism and veracity.” Aspirations to exist as perfect characters at
the moment of existing on the stage are the same for both South and

North Korean actors and actresses.

Keywords: South and North Korea theatre, methods of play analysis,
acting techniques, difference and interface, creative process
of plays, dynamic themes, inner/outer world for acting, ex-
perience and observation, dynamism and veracity, actors and

actresses



