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Abstract

Two Aspects of Baiksuk’s Literature

in the Period of Samsu

Kim, Jae-Yong(Wonkwang University)

The famous Korean poet Baiksuk moved from Pyongyang to Samsu
right after criticism from North-korean Writer’s Association in 1959.
He made so many poems there after long silence from 1945 to 1958
and wrote so many children’s literature which he was eager to engage
in Pyongyang. But there is not any writing after 1963 until his death
in 1996.

The literature of Baiksuk from 1959 to 1962 in Samsu had two
aspects. One is the intrinsic feature of his literature which is originated
from the internal attitude and thinking toward emancipation of people
in rural area. The process of collective farm in North Korea was com-
pleted in 1958. When he arrived in Samsu, he found established collec-
tive farm which is sponsored and ruled by state. But he found another
meaning of emancipation and freedom of peasants from collective farm.

So many poems and children’s literature which he wrote in this time
y p
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was based on this internal atmosphere.

The literature of Baisuk from 1959 to 1962 in Samsu had another
aspect. This is the extrinsic feature of his literature which is originated
from external pressure form party and writer’s association. Writer’s as-
sociation asked and pressed him to make the poems which represent
and follow the policy of party. In order to move to Pyongyang again,
he should compromised with party and writer’s association and fulfilled
this assignment. So many poems and children’s literature in this time
which express directly the party’s policy was the results of this process
of compromise.

The tension between the intrinsic aspect which is originated from in-
ternal wish toward emancipation of people and extrinsic aspect which
originated from assignment from party dominated the literature of

Baiksuk in the period of Samsu.

Keywords: Samsu, intrinsic aspect, extrinsic aspect, collective farm, chil-

dren’s literature



