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Abstract

North Korean Perceptions of The ‘5-18’

Democratization Movement

Jeon, Mi-Yeong(Adjunct lecturer, Dongguk University)

The purpose of this paper is to analyze North Korean newspaper ar-
ticles and journals on ‘5-18” to understand how North Koreans perceive
*5-18” Democratization Movement. One of the general features of the
North Korean study on South is to heavily criticize South Korean au-
thorities on the other hand, to support democratization movements.
According to this view, North used 5-18 discours as justification for
condemnation of South Korean government. In the 1980s, North
Korean mass media emphasized ‘5-18’ as ‘Banpasyo(anti-Fascist) strug-
gle’ criticizing South Korean government’s violent crackdown. Howev-
er, since the mid-1990s North Korea reevaluated the significance of 5-
18’ focusing on anti-US. struggle. Every ‘5-18’ anniversary, North Ko-
rean mess media and journals emphasize that the movement was a
struggle to oppose the United State by Guangju province people and

appeal to North Korean people to achieve reunification defeating US.’s

Ssiofafe] 5182 20| Cst olA| 81



occupation in North.

Keywords: ‘5-18” Democratization Movement. Guangju. ‘5-18” dis-

cours. North Korean Perception of South Korea. North

Korean journal.
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