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Abstract

Leadership Succession in the DPRK
and the Prospect of Changes in Political System

after Kim Jong Il

Phillip Park(Kyungnam University)

This article seeks to shed light on the systemic options for and limi-
tations to the succession of power in North Korea. This article proceeds
from the perception of North Korea’s ‘Suryong’ system as an unique
form of totalitarian system, not as a monarchy. It argues that the main
architect of Suryong system, Kim Jong Il can not have a successor be-
cause of the system’s unique characteristic in which the source of all
the legitimacy in North Korea is coming from supreme leader Kim 1l
Sung. In this light, the third delegate’s meeting of the Worker’s Party
of Korea (WPK) on September 28, 2010 should be not be viewed as
power succession from Kim Jong Il to his third son, Kim Jong Eun.
With limited options considered, the political system of North Korea
after Kim Jong Il, whose life time is numbered, would be one similar

to that of China after Mao and Deng; “Rule by the Party” in which
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a collective leadership with a first among equals at the top is the direc-

tion that North Korea and Kim Jong Il is seemed to be heading.

Keywords: Kim Jong II, Succession of leadership, Monolithic (Suryong)

System, Collective leadership
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