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Abstract

North Korean Studies in America:

Reproduction of the cold war images

Chung, Young Chul

(Assistant Professor, Graduate School of Public Policy, Sogang University)

North Korean studies in the U.S. don’t break away the snare of the
cold war. Through the ‘axis of evil’ by Bush Administration and the
image of Kim Jongll expressed ridiculously in the media, we can recog-
nize that North Korea has been embodied as the enemy against the
U.S. North Korea is expressed as the three images: satellite state(puppet
state), autocrat state, hereditary state(cult of personality). And to analyze
the above images, they use the theoretical frame as like totalitarianism,
cofucianism and paternalism. North Korean studies are on the side of
hostility, hatred and also depended on the second materials and
over-theoretical frame. As a result, the study on the North Korea don’t
breal away from the above images.

Although the researches on the North Korea in the U.S. has been

developed and vried such as the politics, economy, social-culture and

100 Sck=aleiT 2010+ 132 15



military, a large part of the researches reproduce the cold war images,
and then have a big impact on the policy toward North Korea. This
reflects that the cold war between North Korea and the U.S. is not

dismantled, and means the reiterate the ‘reproduction of the cold war.’

Keywords: The Snares of the Cold War, Totalitarianism, Satellite State,

Hereditary Succession, Cult of Personality
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