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Abstract

A Comparative Study for Theorization of the

Public-Private Sphere in North Korean Society

Hamm, Taik-Young(University of North Korean Studies)

Koo, Kab-Woo(University of North Korean Studies)

This article aims at taking a new approach towards theorization of
how the boundary of the public-private sphere is re-established in the
North Korean society, which is gradually breaking away from the
“classical socialist system”. In our article we will focus on changes
incurred to the public-private boundary before and after the “7-1
Economic Management Improvement Measure” in 2002. We will firstly
outline the concept and the boundary of the public-private sphere as
defined in a modern society, vis-a-vis public-private relationship in a
socialist society. Secondly, we will explore the changing characteristics

of public-private relationship unique to the Socialist North Korea.

Keywords: North Korea, Public-private sphere, Classical socialist system,

7+1 Economic Management Improvement Measure
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