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Abstract

North Korean People’s Private Desire

Choi, Wan-Kyu(University of North Korean Studies)

Noh, Gwi-Nam(Kyungnam University)

This research focuses on ‘private desire’ in order to understand North
Korean people’s normal life microscopically. After the ‘Arduous March’,
regarding of homo desidero, the biggest change appears to be the
priority of money. For example, a leading member who controls
fortunetellers earns money through cooperating with them.

There are three types of desire. First, in the political-oriented realm
negotiable attitudes in achieving personal goals by using force. Due to
many changes of civilians, people are very unsatisfied. In short,
negotiation and conflict were seen at the same time. However, the
author describes types of characters showing critical awareness. We will
see that critical consciousness against power is growing.

Second, the technical export-type shows a strong desire to reach the
upper class. If you are to be a leading member, required a bachelor’s

degree is required. Education guarantee’s class status. However, such



desires can not be directly expressed in novels. Scientists must view the
world through groupism, a sense of loyalty for the Party, and serve
self-reliance.

Third, North Korean people usually think that if there is a lack of
money, life is over. This type of survivalist-economy shows powerfully
the need for money. There is frequently anti-social crime related to
money and power irregularities.

Meditator to desire has changed from ideology and a social hero to
omnipotent money.

It is hard to say that it simply moves to a capitalist market. In
literature, authors negatively describe most workers earning foreign
money. However, the opposite circumstance appears in the real world.
It separates public sectors from private sectors. The need for safety
against an insecure society is extremely affected. In actuality, adopting
to powerful authority while making wide ties to irregularities and

corruption, this duality sustains the system paradoxically.

Keywords: Private desire, Homo Desidero, Types of characters,
Social-political life, Farmer’s markets, Mediator to desire,
Politics-oriented, Finance-oriented, Expert skill-oriented,

Capitalistically
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