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Abstract

An Approach to Macro-Mechanism of Division
System Using Cognitive Balance Theory

Focusing on relations between South Korea, North Korea,

and America, 1980-2000

Jung, Min-soo (Graduate School of Public Health Seoul National University)

It has become a kind of social pathological phenomenon that some
national ideological confrontations after 1980 have been diffused by the
center of the American position. This paper analyzes a tendency toward
(anti) Americanism as a basis for those ideological conflicts using the
logic of cognitive balance. Specifically, it shows that a hidden structure
of sustainable conflict was immanent in the effect of path-dependency.
By formulating this into a theory, we can propose an estimation model
for unification.

This research verified the collective South Korean cognition of the
citizens of America and North Korea. Research data is from “A Study
of Korean Values and Attitudes in 2003” (N=1,200; sampling error
in 95% CI=%3.0%), conducted by The Center for Social Science at

Seoul National University. The quantitative analysis methods used were
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multiple regression and Multi-Dimensional Scaling (MDS). In particular,
this study focuses on how cognitive balance theory is constituted using
elaborative analysis by age.

According to the regression, the reverse model of collective cognition

of America and North Korea (p<0.001, R?=0.148) was found to be
significant. Also, a model by age (p<<0.001, R?2=0.250) was analyzed.
In the MDS results, it was largely shown that the opposition of America
and North Korea was extreme while Japan was in the other dimension,
located by using six variables made up of two factors. China and Russia
were not found to be in a cognitive conflict. In applying the CBT
model, the relation of P(South Korea), O(North Korea), and X(America)
varied by period. In the first stage (before 1980), the model was
balanced by North Korea: p—0 = (-), 0 —>x = (-), p—x = (+). But
during the second stage(1980-1990), the model was unbalanced by an
internal conflict within South Korea: p—>0 = (), 0 =>x = (-), p—x
= (-). Nevertheless, following the collapse of the military-led govern-
ment, structural instability was steadily overcome. Therefore, a new
balance was formed after 1990: p—0 = (+), 0 =>x = (-), p—=>x = (-).
This has been attributed to the Sunshine Policy.

In the 1980s South Korea’s cognitive relations were in a complicated
situation caused by both the authorities and citizens. Consequently,
their justification was approved by a conservative democracy by virtue
of the people’s resistance. This can be expressed by the function
“f(P)=op+e”. Under the circumstance of change from internal to

external cognition, “po” is a conjunction of imbalance reflected by P
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(South Korea). Then the unified phase seized upon the symbol of
America, represented by social discourse “f(x)”, which drew the next
phase into external cognition. The effects of inertia, also called path-
dependency, have been represented by (anti) Americanism. This is
expressed by the function “f(p)=x/0*R+e”. Namely, the Korean
Peninsula (p) is approaching unification (R); in that process, however,

the multi-relational cognition intervention is in the shape of the slope

13 9

x/0

Keywords: Cognitive Balance Theory, Division System Theory, Multi-
Dimensional Scaling, Path-Dependency

50 BICHSSieiA 2007 - 103 15



