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Abstract

“The Music Politics” as a Ruling Style of the
Kim Jong Il Era

Jeon, Young-sun(Ewha Institute of Unification Studies)

“Musical politics” is a unique way of Kim Jong II’s military-first
politics to combine the military and music based on “gifted artistic
talent.” It is often called the politics of song because songs are at the
core of musical politics. It is also called military-first music politics
because it was launched with military-first politics and is regarded as
a “unique way of politics for the era of military-first politics.”

Since its inception in 2000, musical politics in North Korea has been
constructed as a political ideology through broadcast media. There seem
to be two reasons why Kim Jong Il, who has overcome various political
crises after the death of Kim Il Sung by advocating “Ruling through
Bequeathed Teachings” and military-first politics, sought a new political
style in the field of art: first, music can be used as a means to provide
psychological consolation and hope for the North Korean people who

have suffered from the serious economic crisis, and second, Kim Jong
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II’s political career at the Department of Propaganda and Instigation
can be embellished.

In conclusion, Kim Jong Il, by finding a new political style in music,
seemed to achieve his desired results, such as curing the people
psychologically, realizing nationalism through routinizing the revolu-
tion, and remedying internal grievances. In other words, Kim Jong II’s
strategy is to accept discontent and insure diversity within the scope
of the North Korean system’s control by giving priority to music as
a means to strengthen the people’s solidarity and to remedy grievances
under the weakened social control system and diminished belief in the

Party.

Key words: musical politics, North Korean politics, Kim Jong II, military-

first politics
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