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Abstract

The Second North Korean Nuclear Crisis:

America’s Tough Strategy versus North Korea’s

Reciprocal Strategy

Yang, Moo-Jin (University of North Korean Studies)

The purpose of this paper is to examine the U.S. and DPRK
strategies of confrontation throughout the process of the second North
Korean nuclear crisis. The theoretical background for this study borrows
from the concept of “tough strategy vs. reciprocal strategy.” The period
in question ranges from October 2002 to December 2006, and the

research methodology is based primarily on document analysis.

The emergence and expansion of the second nuclear crisis are based
upon the mistrust between North Korea and the United States.
Throughout the four years since the second nuclear crisis came to the
fore, the United States has strengthened pressure on North Korea
through a variety of means: warnings, threats, pretermission, blockades,
sanctions, and isolation. It has used all the tools of a tough strategy.

Rather than solving the issue, it has delayed its resolution or even
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worsened the situation. Nevertheless, due to the results of the U.S.
midterm election in November 2006, America’s strategy has begun to
change. North Korea has consistently met pressure with pressure,
cooperation with cooperation. This is a good example of its reciprocal
strategy. However, the North’s stance on taking the initiative to
cooperate was lacking. Of course, this lack was filled by China’s

mediation and South Korea’s creative role in the negotiations.

Recently, it appears that Washington and Pyongyang are somewhat
on the same page, as suggested by the expansion of bilateral dialogue
within the framework of the six-party forum.

However, negotiations are influenced by changes in domestic as well
as foreign trends, and thus these changes will invariably be accompanied
by shifts in one’s bargaining position, principles, and strategy. A tough
strategy is limited in its ability to accommodate change. A reciprocal
strategy may also restrict one’s actions if there is too much dependence
on the other party’s lead. These limitations necessitate, in the process
of conflict resolution, the adoption of a strategy that seeks the common

good and focuses on solving the issue at hand.

Key words: East Asian security, North Korean nuclear crisis, Six-Party

Talks
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