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35) Y& “The North Korean armed forces have grown dramatically over the
past decade, particularly the ground forces. In 1970, we estimated that the
North Korean Army numbered about 360,000 troops and was organized into
24 infantry divisions and brigades and one armor division. Today, all elements
of the US Intelligence Community are reasonably confident that the North
Korean Army numbers about 600,000 troops and has two armor divisions and
no fewer than 30 infantry divisions and five infantry brigades, or their

equivalents”©|T}.
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Abstract

A Proposal for Revaluation of North Korean

Total Troops’ Estimates

Jang, Cheol-wun(Kyungnam University)

Since 1988, the Ministry of National Defense of R.O.K has been
providing the estimates of the total military force, major equipment and
subsidiary status of North Korea through the National Defense White
Paper about every two years. IISS also announces similar contents
through The Military Balance every year. However, the Defense White
Paper and The Military Balance have argued that within a year or two,
the total number of troops in North Korea has increased by at least
tens of thousands and more than 100,000. Over the past 50 years, the
extreme changes in the estimates of the North Korean armistice forces
in the seven sectors that can be found in the Defense White Paper and
The Military Balance are often unfavorable to the context of the military
expenditure changes announced by North Korea. Such rapid changes
in the estimates of the North Korean total troops in the short term

are more prominent after the establishment of the ROK-US CFC. The
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ROK and US military authorities will need to present a more persuasive
and reliable North Korean military force forecast, which will help the

North Koreans with the support of the UNFPA.

Keywords: North Korea, total troops, Defense White Paper, The

Military Balance, military expenditure, order of battle,

census
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