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Abstract

Parliamentary Ratification of
the Panmunjom Declaration and

the Development of Inter-Korean Relations

Park, Jeong-min(University of North Korean Studies)

This article explains the relationship between the Panmunjom
Declaration’s ratification agreement and the stable development of
inter-Korean relations. First, I analyze the status of inter-Korean talks
since the 1970s to the Moon Jae-in government, and the status of
inter-Korean agreements through their signing and approval process by
the National Assembly. Second, the background of the enactment
of the Development of Inter-Korean Relations Act and main contents
and problems is analyzed. Third, the necessity of the parliamentary
ratification of the Panmunjom Declaration and the development of
inter-Korean relations are explained. Although the June 15 Joint
Declaration and the October 4 Declaration encompass the issues of
alleviating military tensions between the two Koreas and inter-Korean

exchanges and cooperation, they didn’t have the intended effect as they
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failed to get parliamentary ratification. Hence, it is essential that the
Panmunjom Declaration receives the patliamentary ratification. In the
process of shifting from the era of hostilities and conflicts to the era
of reconciliation and peace, it is essential that South Korea’s laws and
regulations related to North Korea and North Korea’s laws related to

South Korea be modified and improved.

Keywords: inter-Korean talks, inter-Korean agreement, Panmunjom
Declaration, Law on Development of Inter-Korean Relations,

parliamentary ratification
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