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Abstract

A Study on the Change of North Korea’s Social
Control Type in the Kim Jong-un Era: From

Totalitarianism to Post-Totalitarianism

Kim Wooyoung(Ministry of National Defense)-
Ahn Kyung-Mo(Korea National Defense University)

This study started with the question “How did the North Korea
secure the stability of the system” since the 1990s, and tried to find
the answer by analyzing the changes in social control type. In the
totalitarianism, North Korea has secured the stability of the system by
using the negative social control mechanism of coercive and arbitrary
type. However, since the 1990s, the famine and the planned economic
collapse have weakened the totalitarian social control mechanism of
North Korea. This situation changed North Korea into a
post-totalitarianism regime. In the Kim Jong-un era, North Korea is
striving to secure system stability by strengthening positive social

control mechanisms such as consensual, compensatory, and Legalistic
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type, which are characteristics of late totalitarian social control in

accordance with these environmental changes.

Keywords: North  Korea, Kim Jong-un, Totalitarianism, Post-
Totalitarianism, positive social control, negative social

control
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