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Abstract

Competition and Survival Strategy of North
Korean Defectors Participating in Sex Service

Area

Kwon, Keum Sang(Healthy Family Support Center)

This study examines the contradictions and survival methods in
‘work” through women participating in the sexual service area among
the main North Korean defectors. For this reason, I have studied the
reason why the North Korean defectors came to Korea, the background
of entering the sexual service area, the competition and the way of
survival built in everyday life. As a result of the research, all of them
have not participated in sex service related area in North Korea. They
were experiencing psychological divergence not only in the physical
crossing of the border, but also in the diabolical labor field of the taboo.
Most of these difficulties encountered in Korean society were due to
the problem of payment of brokerage cost in the early stage of
settlement and the obligation to remit to remote families in North

Korea or China. Also, due to the nature of deviant labor, low self-
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esteem and shame work. These women are taking a survival strategy
through self-support and justification of the women’s sacrifice view that
they are taking care of for the remote families in the North and China.
The activities of poor North Korean women in sexual service work are

producing a new gender landscape of the divided society.

Keywords: North Korean refugee women, sexual service area, long

distance family, competition, survival strategy
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