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Abstract

Cold War Human and the Cold War Imagery in

North Korean “Counterespionage Films”

Lee, Hana(Seoul National University)

This paper examines how North Korean society’s perception of the
Cold War was constructed and changed through the depiction of Cold
War imagery and the Cold War human in North Korean

1)

“counterespionage films,” and what message these representations of the
Cold War sought to convey. “Counterespionage films” portrayed the
counterespionage activities of North Korean security agents and civilians
tracking down and annihilating “enemy spies” that infiltrated North
Korean society. The paper discusses a total oftwelve films: Kktnaji antin
chont’u(The Unending Battle, 1957), Wihomban sun’gan(The Dangerous Moment,
1958), Chonggang9shi(9 o’Clock, 1959), Poiji anntn chdnssn(The Unseen Front,
1965), Maehwakkoch’tn 116r8jySeta(The Plum Blossoms Have Fallen, 1970), Sumgil
su Smmtn chdngch’e(The Disclosed Identity, 1970), Komin changmi(Black Rose, 1973),

Tto tashiidjin sagsm(Another Incident, 1982), Ontt han hacandoshies5(In a City by the

Sea, 1988), Pangp’ae 1, 2(Shield 1, 2, 1994), Chonan(Distress, 2009), Migydlgdntindpta
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(Nothing Left  Unsettled, 2011). “Counterespionage” films applied core
elements of North Korean literary theory such as seed theory, speed
battle(accelerated combat), social realism, and Juche realism to portray the
Cold War and Cold War human, and clearly juxtaposed images of peace
with children, women, the suburbs, and lyrical folk songs with Cold
War imagery of conflagrations, bombing, destruction, and death. The
model figures of the Cold War produced by these films personified the
Cold War, which this paper labels as “Cold War humans.” These were
categorized as follows: (1) industrial spy and industrial soldier, (2) enemy
spy and counterespionage agent, (3) descendants of counterrevolu-
tionaries and revolutionaries, (4) and double agents which symbolized
the Cold War as (1) a competition to achieve modernization, (2) an
anti-American/anti-imperialist struggle, (3) a contest for legitimacy and
the advanced Cold War as (4) unending revolutionary struggle
respectively. The creation of the “Cold War human,” a persona
combining the laborer, warrior, and enlightened human that works and
fights and is desired by both the South and North Korean regimes,
colludes in perpetuating the Cold War/national division. These films,
which were a significant part of socialist culture in North Korea, were
defensive in their perception of the Cold War as the invasion of US
imperialism and were quite probably used as excessive self-defense
propaganda on the Korean peninsula where the Cold War became
extremely regionalized. The latest “counterespionage films” depict both
an intellectual pessimism and optimistic will about North Korea’s

current situation as the last stronghold of socialism under the assault
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of world capitalism.

Keywords: Cold War, Counterespionage Films, spy movie, seed theory,

speed battle(accelerated combat), archetype, social realism, Juche

realism, Cold War human, excessive self-defense propaganda
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