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Abstract

Cultural Politics of “Psychology of North Korean
Refugees”: Articulation of Division Politics and

Neoliberal Governmentality

Lee, Soo-Jung(Duksung Women’s University)

This paper argues that construction of North Korean immigrants as
“other” under the division system of 2016 is not only a product of
Cold War politics of division but rather a more complex result of
neoliberal subject production in its articulation of division politics.
Before the demise of the global Cold War and in the era of competition
between South and North Korea, small number of North Korean
defectors are genuinely greeted as proofs of South Korean superiority.
However, North Korean immigrants who came to neoliberal system of
South Korea after the Arduous March are endowed with responsibility
to reborn as deserving subjects/citizens for a capitalist society. In the
process, their embodied North Korean markers such as ways of
thoughts, actions, and speaking, and their emotions are not only

considered as legacies of enemy state but also as characteristics that are
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improper to and incompatible with South Korean society. By focusing
on the way how various actors of South Korea govern Korean
immigrants’ psychology by emphasizing how they should think, feel,
and express themselves, and what they learn as a norm of maum, this
paper illustrates division system is not a static political space but a
system that constantly constructs new states of maum that are made

anew in relation to the ever-changing capitalism.

Keywords: North Korean immigrants, North Korean defectors,

division system, division politics, neoliberalism, discourse,

governmentality, biopolitics, psychologization
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