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The Perceived Discrimination and Attitude
about German Reunification Unification of
East Germans

Yang, Kyemin (National Youth Policy Institute)

Lee, Woo Young (University of North Korean Studies)

This study investigates the implications of Korean reunification by
analyzing the relationship between East Germans’ perceived dis-
crimination and attitude about German reunification. For this purpose, an
online survey was conducted in which 450 easterners participated to
answer a survey questionnaire about psychological adaptations, attitude
about western Germans, perceived discrimination, and one’s attitude about
German reunification. The results showed that the group dimension’s
perceived discrimination was more strongly related to the attitude about
German reunification than the individual dimension’s perceived
discrimination. This suggests that the perception that East Germans are
discriminated as a group can be a more important factor for social
integration than the individual dimension. Therefore, for the integration of

Korean society after Korean reunification, integration policy should put
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more focus on the group level of perceived discrimination and the problem

of stereotypes.

Keywords: German reunification, perceived discrimination, eastern

Germans, psychological adaptation
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