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A Study on the Policy Trends of
Internationally Designated Areas in North
Korea

Kim, Myoung-Shin (Korean National Commission for UNESCO)

North Korea’s policy on international designated areas (IDAs)
continued to expand and strengthen during the regime of Kim Il-sung, Kim
Jong-il, and Kim Jong-un. Up to Kim Jong-il regime, North Korea tended to
use IDAs as a means of promoting internal and external propaganda about
natural heritage and strengthening capacity to conserve biodiversity.
However, after Kim Jong-un came to power, usage has been transformed in
an attempt to pursue practical benefits by utilizing IDAs as ecotourism
resources. Pursuing ecotourism through IDAs does not require large-scale
development resources because environmental protection is a cha-
racteristic of the ecotourism products. For this reason, it is expected that
North Korea will continue to take an interest in IDAs in the future. Since
international designated areas are non-political, they can provide venues
for inter-Korean cooperation despite the ideological and system differences

between North and South Korea.
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