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Remittance Analysis of
North Korean Defectors:
The Actor-Network Theory

Kim, Kyoung Ryeol (University of North Kroean Studies)

This study examines remittances of North Korean defectors from the
perspective of Actor-Network Theory (ANT). Specifically, the present
situation is reconstructed from the perspective of interaction and
combination between diverse and dynamic human-non-human actors, not
from the perspective of existing human-actors-centered narratives.
Through this, we investigate the background of the ‘black box’ of
remittances hidden by political or sensitive issues. First, the possibility of
remittance in South Korean society and the formation and development of
the remittance system between South Korea-China-North Korea are
becoming a phenomenon. Second, the emergence of the Covid-19
pandemic brought the problems inherent in North Korean society to the
surface. The North Korean authorities are trying to cover up the problem
by emphasizing the threat of the virus, considering the problems with the

country’s medical system, the psychological turmoil of residents, and the



increase in non-socialist behavior. This complex background has been
ignored, and political intentions and sensitive issues have made it a ‘black
box’, which is known to the public and fueling conflicts. To understand the
nature of the problem, we need to approach the problem from the aspect of

relationships and networks.
Keywords: remittances of North Korean defectors, Actor-Network Theory

(ANT), North Korean families, COVID-19 pandemic, remittance
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