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Abstract

The experiences of crossing boundaries and identities

of North Korean adolescent refugees

Cho, Jeong-ah(Korea Institute for National Unification)

Through the life history cases of North Korean adolescent refugees,
this study observes the experiences obtained in North Korea, process
of detection and migration. It explores the process of how the adolescent
refugees actively reconstructive their identities. The life of North Korean
adolescent refugees in South Korean society is a process of crossing
boundaries, overcoming obstacles and at times utilizing such circumstances
to present who they are and gain recognition rather than adjusting to
or unilaterally being assimilated into the South Korean society. The
boundaries faced by these adolescent refugees are intertwined by the
mix of various different kinds of boundaries in the South Korean society.
As boundaries per se are lines that divide oneself from others, transcen-

dence will accompany the reconstruction of identity. The identity of
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North Korean adolescent refugees is the result of a complex accumulation
of life experience in North Korea, experience of defection and settlement
in South Korea. The issue of North Korean adolescent refugees’ identity
is a matter of whether our society accepts their differences and boundary
experiences rather than their adjustment or maladjustment to South

Korean society.

Keywords: North Korean adolescent refugees, boundaries, experience of

crossing boundaries, othering, identity, life history
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