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Abstract

A Content Analysis of Newspaper Debates on
How to Purify words in Urimal’ from 1966 to 1973

Seo, Minjung(Hitotsubashi University)

This paper discusses social controlling aspects of the language policy
and social acceptance aspects of its central project; the ‘national language
purification movement’ in North Korea from the 1960’s to the 1970’s
through a content analysis of ‘newspaper debates on how to purify
words in ‘Urimal(our language)’ which was published for 554 times from
9th July 1966 to 28th October 1973 in the organizational paper, the
‘Rodong newspaper’ of the Workers’ Party of North Korea. This is
an attempt to discuss the North Korean society and its people, their
sense and perception of ‘Urimal’ by presenting and focusing on the
process of debate rather than presenting the words which are purified
ultimately. By referring to publications and articles available in North

Korea at the time, I paid attention on the importance of newspaper
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debates in research on language policy and national language purification

movement in North Korea.

Keywords: North Korea, North Korean language policy, national language

purification movement, newspaper debates on purifying ‘Urimal’,

‘Rodong’ Newspaper
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