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Abstract

The North Korean Nuclear Problems:

The Progress, Issues, and Policy Proposals

Yang, Moojin(University of North Korean Studies)

The research aims to explore the progress and prospects and suggest
solutions and alternatives of North Korean nuclear issues in a rapidly
changing security environment around the Korean peninsula since the
3rd nuclear test, and to derive policy implications. Kim Jung Eun
regime conducted the 3rd nuclear test not only to provoke the U.S.
but carry out multi-dimensional needs both externally and internally.
So far, it is predicted that North Korea would give up the nuclear tests
by its own efforts since the amended constitution announced North
Korea is a ‘nuclear state’, Pyongyang recently adopted ‘the Act to
Strengthen the Position of Self-Defensive Nuclear Power,” and ‘The
Line of Simultaneous Economic and Nuclear Construction’ represents
that nuclear program performs the last bastion of the regime.

For last 20 years, the nuclear problem of North Korea has provided
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four lessons. First, North Korea would give up its nuclear program as
long as it is certain that regime stability is threatened when it remains
as a nuclear power. Second, the settlement of North Korean nuclear
issues is almost impossible without cooperation with China. Third,
denuclearization would not be achieved through only one way, either
sanctions or negotiations. Fourth, it is very important to maintain
consistency in policies for dealing North Korean nuclear problems. To
resolve North Korean nuclear issues, South Korean government has to
promote international cooperation for denuclearization of North Korea
and to improve inter-Korean relations simultaneously. In particular,
South Korean government should seek consensus and integration of the
people by balanced policies and keep consistency in carrying out policies

against nuclear issues.
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