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Abstract

North Korea’s Policy toward Russia
in Kim Jong Un’s Era

: Continuance and Change

Park, Jeongmin(University of North Korean Studies)

This study attempts to analyze the change and character of North
Korea’s policy toward Russia after the death of Kim Jung-Il. This
focuses on the course of change in regard to the policy towards Russia
by comparing Kim Jung-Un’s era and Kim Jung-II’s rule. Especially,
based on the past researches, this study takes a viewpoint from North
Korea’s perspective and also differentiate itself from the recent or past
studies by taking a two-track approach of foreign security and economic
cooperation when identifying character of North Korea’s policy towards
Russia.

North Korea under Kim Jung-Un mostly follows the overall funda-
mentals of Kim Jung-II’s foreign policy, which mainly prioritize regime

stability and resolution to economic difficulties. This study enables to
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observe an attempt of policy towards Russia to acquire Russian support
dealing with North Korean Nuclear crisis, and also a practical approach
to achieve economic cooperation. However, due to the Russian stance
on nuclear issue circumstances of economic cooperation, only a limited
level of economic cooperation is now being realized.

The last part of this study points out that the result of North Korea’s
Russian policy hinges upon the six-party talk dealing with North
Korean Nuclear Crisis as well as the improvement of relationship with
South Korean government who is also an interest-party member in

€conomic cooperation.

Keywords: Kim Jung-Un, North Korea, North Korea-Russia relation-
ship, North Korea’s Russian policy, North Korean nulcear

crisis, TSR-TKR
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