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Abstract

A Peace Studies Approach

to North Korean Studies

Kim Dongjin(the Peace Culture Institute in Korea)

There has been much controversy over whether the real motivation
for North Korean studies in South Korea can be purely academic, rather
than political or ideological. It seems questions of objectivity cannot be
divorced from issues concerning the research on North Korea due to
the protracted history of conflict on the Korean peninsula. Koreans are
still officially at war. The term, North Korea, itself, reflects the realities
of the Korean conflict. However, this phenomenon is not limited to
North Korean studies. Even though several social science research
projects, conducted in conflict affected societies, have been declared to
be value-free, the values and assumptions of the researchers tended to
be hidden in their work, whether consciously or not.

The purpose of this paper is to explore the possibilities of a peace

studies approach to the field of North Korean studies. Peace researchers
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claim that efforts to reach perfect objectivity are almost always doomed
to failure in the context of violent conflicts and could only justify the
existing valuation of violence. Instead, they suggest a critical approach,
which is clearly value explicit with a positive valuation of peace. Peace
studies examine not only the subject, but also the meaning of peace
for the subject. In doing so, it embraces a variety of research methods
and seeks inter-disciplinary studies, including international relations, political
science, sociology, psychology, economics, education, anthropology, law,
theology, technology and natural science.

This paper argues that this Peace Studies approach can be useful to
better understand North Korea as a research subject and to contribute
to developing comprehensive peacebuilding strategies on the Korean

peninsula.
Keywords: peace studies, North Korean studies, the inter-disciplinary

studies, the Korean conflict, negative peace, positive peace,

peacebuilding on the Korean peninsula
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