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Abstract

The Utilization of Electronic Music Bands in

North Korea-Japan Relations

Ha, Seunghee (Dongguk University)

In this article, in order to explore how the medium of “music”
worked in political and diplomatic relations through the music exchange
between North Korea-Japan, I examine music exchange, focusing on
electronic music, which has been the core of the music exchange
between North Korea and Japan. The most important goal of the music
exchange in North Korea-Japan relations was to achieve diplomatic and
political objectives through the respective cultural missions in
accordance with the interests of each country. Music exchanges were
basically premised on the political purpose of normalizing diplomatic
relations between Japan and North Korea. In addition, on the one hand,
North Korea used the exchange of performances by Japanese pop music
singers as an indication of its global popular culture and as a pretext
for introducing new music to its own nation; on the other, in the case

of performances by North Korean bands in Japan, it promoted North



Korea’s international status and used these as an opportunity to change
other’s perception of the country. North Korea tried to show boldness
and flexibility both at home and abroad by embracing genres that run
counter to existing music policies. Through this, the government tried
to show off North Korea’s electronic music both domestically and
internationally with the confidence that the cultural production could
be compared to world music. Through this, it can be said that the
government tried to create an atmosphere that was compatible with
the political intentions of the nation prior to the political event of the
normalization of diplomatic relations between Japan and North Korea,
which was the ultimate goal of music exchange between the two

countries.
Keywords: musical exchange, musical politics, relations between North

Korea and Japan, Mansudae Art Troupe, Wangjaesan Light

Music Troupe, Bocheonbo Electronic Band, electronic music
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