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Abstract

A Study on the Controversy over the Co-hosting
of the 1988 Seoul Olympics

Choi, Jin Hwan(Sehyun High School)

This study examines the dispute between South and North Korea
surrounding the co-hosting of the Olympic Games, which ended up
being fiercely debated by the two Koreas during the preparation process
leading up to the 1988 Seoul Olympics. The purpose of this study is
to reflect on the past in order to provide suggestions for future
inter-Korean sports exchanges in light of the two Koreas’ desire to
co-host the 2032 Summer Olympics — as implied in the Pyongyang
Joint Declaration of September 2018. For this study, the International
Olympic Committee’s (IOC), South Korea’s and North Korea’s
assertions were summarized by analyzing public documents of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, data from the National Archives, issues of
the Rodong Sinmun, minutes of the IOC meetings, and autobiographies.
North Korea proposed a joint hosting of the 1988 games, driven by
public opinion from the international community, and hoped to hold

the Olympics under equal conditions between the two Koreas.
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However, the IOC and South Korea opposed North Korea’s proposal
and promoted inter-Korean National Olympic Committee (NOC) talks
to build justification for the participation of communist countries for
the successful hosting of the 1988 Seoul Olympics. The conclusion was
already predicted from the intial IOC and South Korean response; the
talks were held for three years, but the sides were unable to narrow
their differences over North Korea’s argument for co-hosting and South
Korea’s for decentralized hosting. The essence of this debate can be
seen in the difference in each sides’ intention — that is, to be seen

as ‘one’ or ‘individual’ when it comes to sports exchanges.

Keywords: 88 Seoul Olympic, Co-hosting Olympic Games, inter-Korean

sports talks



