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Abstract

The Officer in the Air Force of North Korea
before the Korean War

and the Political Union System

Kim, Seon Ho(Kyunghee University)

Before the Korean War, some features of the officers in the Air Force
of North Korea are as in the following: First, the flight division
command was composed of superior people to the regiment in
educational background and work experience aspects. The division
command had carried out the core role in the process of the
establishment of the Air Force. It was representative of the many
political parties in the North Korea. In the division, the commander
represented the Korean volunteer army group, the deputy commander
did the people from the Japanese army, and the deputy division
commander of the culture did the Korean of Soviet origin. However
no one represented the anti-Japanese union army group. This was the
biggest difference with the Army of North Korea.

Second, two out of every three deputy regiment commanders of the
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culture were from the Pyongyang Academy. All the deputy regiment
commanders of the culture held deputy Battalion commanders in the
air regiment and probably were members of the Workers’ Party. One
of the every chief of staff in the regiment was from the Pyongyang
Academy. It seems that the every chief in the regiment worked as a
chief of staff in the deputy Battalion.

Third, most of the battalion commanders were from the Japanese
army. Six out of nine commanders came from the Japanese army. They,
also, were pilots. Two of them were founding members of the Sinuiju
Flying Corps and one of them was a pilot of the Corps. Five of them
were from the Pyongyang Academy and one of them was from the
Central Politics Officer School. Six of them joined the air force in 1946.
Two of them worked as instructors in the air regiment. Four of them
were members of the Workers’ Party and two of them were non-party
members.

Origins of the regimental officers are as in the following. 42 percent
of them were workers, 25 percent were officers, and 16 percent were
poor peasants in a social classification aspect. 39.5 percent of them were
poor peasants, 32.5 percent were workers, and 16 percent were officers
in an ancestry aspect. 63 percent were higher than a middle school
diploma. It shows that highly educated people were recruited to the
air force as the regimental officers. 84 percent of the regimental officers
were members of the Workers” Party and 16 percent were non-party

members.
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