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Abstract

A Comparison of Values between South Korean
and North Korean Refugees, for the Unification
of Mind: Centering on the Values

of Materialism-Postmaterialism

Choi, Soon mi(University of North Koran Studies)

This study aimed to compare the materialism-postmaterialism of
South Korean residents and North Korean defectors, living together in
South Korea, as an element of mind influencing the integration of South
and North Korean societies. This study also aimed to analyze the
difference between the elements affecting the materialism-postmate-
rialism of South Korean residents and North Korean defectors, in order
to suggest a way in which the values of South Korean residents and
North Korean defectors could progress toward postmaterialism to unite
the minds of South and North Korea.

Results showed the average of North Korean defectors’
materialism-postmaterialism to be 3.08, while the average for South
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Korean residents was 3.10. Both South Korean residents and North
Korean defectors demonstrated the highest average in the response to
the item, ‘I teach my child to be a respectable person rather than an
economically successful person.” The following were the 3 subordinate
items that showed a significant difference. For the item, ‘Citizens’ right
to participate in national policy making is more important than national
economic growth, the postmaterialism of North Korean defectors was
higher, while for the items ‘Respect for personal liberty is more
important than maintaining national order’ and ‘Spending time with
family is more important than earning a lot of money,” the
postmaterialism of South Korean residents was higher. Looking at the
factors influencing the materialism-postmaterialism of the two groups,
North Korean defectors who demonstrated higher postmaterialism were
younger and had higher monthly income; South Korean residents who
demonstrated higher postmaterialism had more progressive political
tendencies.

Building on the finding of a previous theoretical study that
postmaterialism is closer to a unified mind than is materialism, this
study suggests that residents of South and North Korea can progress
toward postmaterialism through the following measures: first, by
supporting the economic activity of older North Korean defectors and
providing a continuous education to relieve repulsion toward
implementing a social order; and second, by making efforts to consider
and share a postmaterialistic justification for unification that transcends

materialism.
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