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Abstract

South Korean’s perception toward

the national image of North Korea

Choi, Soon Mi(Ajou University)
Lee, Woo Young(University of North Korean Studies)

This study analyzed the North Korean image of South Koreans. It
conducted a survey of 1,000 people to analyze the image of North
Koreans.

Dependent variable is ‘North Korean image scale’ that was
developed by Park Myung-kyu and Lee Sang-shin. Independent
variables are gender, age, subjective economic level, religion, regular
religious activity and political orientation.

This study found that South Koreans’ images of North Korea differ
in generation, economic level, religious and political orientation. There
was no difference between sex and regular religious life. According to
an analysis of factors affecting North Korea’s image of South Koreans,
“political orientation” affects all subcomponents of the North’s image.
Generation variables affect the image of a subordinate country. The

higher the generation, the stronger the perception of subordinate
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country image.

The implications of South Koreans’ image of North Korea are as
follows. First, on a personal level, the process of healing the ambivalence
of the Korean people’s North Korea image is necessary. Second, a
bipartisan strategy is needed on issues related to inter-Korean relations
at the national level. Third, efforts are needed to build an objective

image of North Korea for the integration of South Korean society.

Keywords: North Korea image, national image, internal conflict, social

integration



