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Abstract

A Study on the Nuclear Potential Strategy of
North Korea in the 1950s and 1960s: Focusing
on the Continuance and Change of the Peaceful

Utilization Policy of Nuclear Power

Jung, Hyun Sook(Dongguk University)

In the 1950s and 1960s, North Korea’s “peaceful use of nuclear
energy” strategy was one of its core economic growth strategies. In the
1950s, North Korea focused on the construction of human and physical
infrastructure, including research on nuclear power, training scientists
and engineers, and establishing institutes and educational institutions.
In the 1960s, North Korea pursued the strategy of “peaceful use of

1}

nuclear energy” in the continuation of economic strategy, while at the
same time searched for measures to be used for military purposes.
Nuclei can be militarily dedicated to economic purposes, depending on
the purpose of the state.

Military exclusivity of nuclear power is a premise of securing nuclear

technology. In the 1960s, North Korea failed to build a nuclear power
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system in terms of technology and economic power. Therefore, it is
realistic to analyze North Korea’s nuclear policy in the 1960s at the
level of promoting the advancement of nuclear technology for military
purposes rather than the concept of military exclusivity.

This paper analyzes North Korea’s peaceful use of nuclear energy in
the 1960s as a concept of “nuclear potential strategy”. The Nuclear
Potential Strategy is a nuclear development strategy that implies the
ambition of the nuclear future and the will to develop nuclear weapons.
The purpose of this paper is to analyze the aspects of sustainability and
change based on the assumption that North Korea’s peaceful use of
nuclear energy in the 1960s existed as a further going process of the

1950s.

Keywords: Peaceful use of nuclear energy, Strategy for secure nuclear

potential, Dual strategy
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