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Abstract

A Study on the Social and Cultural Changes of the
Mass Game in the DPRK —
Focusing on ‘Arirang’ (2005) and ‘The Glorious

Country’ (2018)

Jung, Haeyoung (Yonsei University)

The ‘Arirang’ mass games ran from 2002 but was ultimately halted
after 2013. This was replaced by a new mass games in 2018 called
“The Glorious Country’ and in 2019 it was titled ‘The Country of the
People’. Ironically, while the Kim Jong-un regime professes a national
agenda to create a ‘Socialist Civilized State’ and Normal State, the
regime has revived the most typical form of ‘theater state’. Different
from previous performances, in “The Glorious Country’, the people have
a different status, such as being recognized as an individual that reveals
their private desires. ‘The Nation’ is not anymore a specific person’s
achievement or possession like ‘Kim Il-sung’s Chosun’; rather, it exists

for the people and aims to be a normal state. For the sake of regime
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stability, the Kim Jong-un regime has not given up political proposals
from the ‘theater state’ such as mass games. At the same time, the
people’s desire and the demand for national development through
modern methods and efficiency are also in a situation that cannot be
ignored. “The Glorious Country’ reflects the process of transformation

to find a new DPRK identity.

Keywords: mass games, Arirang, The Glorious Country, people, nation,

Socialist Civilized State, Normal State, Theater State
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