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Abstract

‘Our State First’ in North Korea:
Reappearance of the State and the Ideology of
‘System-Rebuilding’

Chung, Young Chul(Sogang University)

North Korea advocated ‘our state first” in early 2019. This
differentiates from the ‘our nation first” principle, the new ideological
coordinate in the Kim Jong-un era. In the Kim Jong-un era, North
Korea has shifted from the ‘system management’ of the Kim Jong-il
era in favor of ‘system rebuilding” focused on economic growth. This
required a new ideological slogan with the reappearance of the state
and pursuit of economic growth as the ultimate goal. The ‘our state
first’ — first appearing in the November 30, 2017 edition of the Rodong
sinmun — can be seen as the ‘discourse for development’ for economic
growth following the new strategic line of ‘concentrating all efforts on
economic construction’ announced in 2018. As a result, ‘our state first’
can be analyzed as the ideology and discourse for ‘development’ in

order to achieve the national goal of economic growth and

Ssio] 22| iNYRS 87



improvement of the people’s living. ‘Our state first” is suggested as
the discourse for mobilizing the people and development of the ‘system

rebuilding’ in the Kim Jong-un era.
Keywords: Our State First, reappearance of the state, system rebuilding,

strategic line of ‘concentrating all efforts on economic

construction’, Kim Jong-un.
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